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clusion, it seems as if a single year of patience and
courage amid these continual struggles and battles
is indeed equal to one short martyrdom; and that,
therefore, although no blood of martyrs has yet been
shed, we have, nevertheless, no reason to despair of
the conversion of these peoples.

It will be, however, wholly as God shall please;
and we fully expect that the strong man armed, who
has commanded absolutely in this country during so
many centuries, will not easily let slip from his hands
so many old and former conquests, and that he will
do all he can to capture and exterminate all those
who oppose his empire, and who seek only its ruin.
But let him do the worst he can; sooner or later all
will result in his greatest confusion, [33] and in the
advancement of the glory of God, if it be only in jus-
tifying his goodness and mercy towards this country.
And yet nothing will happen without his permission,
for love of whom to die is to live, and to be defeated
is to conquer and triumph.

And, if what one of our Holy Fathers of the Church
says is true, that the present benefactions of the
divine Majesty toward men serve as a security and
pledge for those of the future, then the peace, confi-
dence, joy, and consolation in which the Gospel
workers live here in this first state of martyrdom con-
vince us that we have no reason to dread the second
more than the first.

But before proceeding to make known in detail the
exact condition of Christianity in this country, I beg,
once for all, that all those men and women who have
hitherto contributed to the means for the instruction of
these Peoples, either through their prayers, or through
their other charities and benefactions, or to whom



